Read the Bill
Tips for completing your submission:
· Be clear and to the point. Don’t use too many words or over explain.
· Don’t include any personal details in your submission text that you don’t want available to the public (this will go into the Parliament form instead).
· Using facts and real life examples to back up your position is helpful.
· You must enter text into all three sections before you can submit.
· The tool will autosave your responses if you want to come back to it – but if you clear your browser it will be lost. Try copy and paste into another document if you need more time.
· We don’t keep your information - if you want to save anything you’ve added here, copy and paste it into another document to continue working on it.
· No swearing! The committee have said they wont accept any submissions that contain 'offensive language' although you may (rightly) feel passionately - save the swears on this one!
· Just speak your truth! Your contribution really matters - however long or short. Karawhiua!
Who are you and what connects you to this Bill?
Tell the Select Committee a little bit about yourself so they can understand your background, and why it might connect to the Bill. Remember to only share information that you are comfortable with the public seeing.
What is your background, and what connects you to this issue? You may like to include your pepeha, where you call home, who you call community, your workplace and title, or your experience relating to this issue
You might also want to share your personal connections to Te Tiriti.
Examples
Through Te Tiriti, I have been able to strengthen my relationship to Māori culture, which has enriched my life.
Because of Te Tiriti I have built lasting relationships with local mana whenua that will continue on through my grandchildren.
Why do you oppose the Treaty Principles Bill?
This is your chance to express your thoughts about how this Bill will affect you, your community and Aotearoa as a nation. It helps to be specific about the parts of the Bill that you are opposed to - this will tell the select committee that you are serious about your position. You might want to include why honouring Te Tiriti is important to you
Examples
You could focus on the overall intent of the Bill such as:
The Bill is divisive because the Bill proposes to erase tino rangatiratanga and extinguish the rights of Māori that were agreed to by the Crown in 1840. It will make it almost impossible to legally honour the commitments of Te Tiriti o Waitangi.
The Bill is dishonourable because the Government has deliberately excluded Māori from any consultation, breached Te Tiriti o Waitangi on many counts, accepted a distortion of the original Te Tiriti text, rejected evidence, ignored the advice of their own officials and failed to meet their own standards of what makes quality legislation.
The Bill is distracting because our country (and the world) is grappling with complex challenges such as [your examples here]. We need leadership who will look after us, and solve our big problems - not make new ones.
Or you could dive into the detail:
Principle 1 of the proposed Bill attempts to expand the powers of the Government, in direct violation of Te Tiriti as it was agreed to in 1840 - which outlined that the Crown could install a Governor in Aotearoa, New Zealand.
Principle 2 of the proposed Bill removes the rights of Māori to express tino rangatiratanga over lands, tāonga and expressions of independence. It limits the authority of Māori by only recognising the rights obtained through Treaty settlements, and freezing rights to the time of signing in 1840.
Principle 3 of the proposed Bill uses the framing of equality to deny the unique status that Māori have as the indigenous people of Aotearoa. It removes the particular obligation on the Crown to guarantee the rights of Māori.
These sentence starters might get you going:
Te Tiriti is important to me because… This Bill harms our sense of belonging because… This Bill erodes our nationhood by…
What recommendations do you have for the Select Committee?
What do you think they should do next? Be really specific about your recommendations for this Bill so the select committee knows what you are asking for.
Your recommendation might look like this:
It is my recommendation that the Government:
· Stops the Treaty Principles Bill from proceeding any further.
· Acts upon the recommendations of the Waitangi Tribunal report (Ngā Mātāpono - The Principles) into this Bill.
· Refuses any and all proposed referendums on Te Tiriti o Waitangi in the future.
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